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3 Copy glven to Accounting
of the ﬁmerlcun Joint Distribution Committee in Vilno.

15th Murch,1940,

£ 1/Number of refugees.?The number of rcfugees registered with the Fefugee Re-
i lief Committee of the Kehillah in'Vilno umounted on the 10th March to 10161

0eTsSons. el

2{Biseuses umong vefugees.-hAccording to u report of the association "Toz",

ﬁ qB87 refugees got medical wssistance during the month of Februuryy wmong
; them 2086 men,768 women &nd €& children.

{EJ1ydh ion of refugees,-During the last months,some more refugees were lea-

ving' Vilno various provincia al lﬂﬂulltlgﬂ Tcgath v with theme who left in
& the previous m nths, the number of evicuuted refugees umounts to 808 persons,
% that lert 1nd1v1duu11J,ub,lDUU yeshiveh-students and & certain number of cha-:

lucim.

In the nearest future,ub.570 more yeshivah-gstudents and some groups of | |
chzlueimj together with those that left ulrpuﬂy,fhe number of evucuated chalu.
cim will amount to B0O0.

4{Emigration of vefugees,-Some groups of r:fugees succeeded in emigrating; 124
: zionist lecders and others left for Palestine,46 persons for other tﬂJHtTlEEg,

1
i

5/Hesults of the clothes collection.-The Refugee Relief Committee orpunized |
with the organization "Tof"™ in Vilno & collection of clothes and linen.The ﬁ'
: Uulﬂﬂ of the coFlected clothing amounts bo 4175,30 Lits. ;
o 68/CGrent, of Canadien Jews for the refugees in Vilno.-The "Ikopo" Committee res’
X ceived 4 cuble telling them that they were to receive the sum of # £5000, cﬁl-1
& lected in Cunada for PEFUE&CS from Polund,now in Vilno und in the dis trlct Df

i Vilno. The Tederstion of Polish Jews in Canada informs thut the Cunwijiun orgd
}: nizutions decided to forwird the collected money to the disposition of the |
E JDC representstive in Vilno,with the clause thut when distributing the money..|

the opinion of Mr.Razovsky,representutive of "Hius" in Xaunus,angd of MF.Just-:
men,%r.Xleinbuum and Mr.Singer, journalists from Warsaw,should beteken into
ucecount.

7/Conference of all the Refugee Belief Urgenizations.-The refugese-relief acti-
vity is LuTTlEﬂ?EIDng meny linessy with the help of & vcrql 1ﬁet1tutlnn3 and
orgunizutions,There were meny DTGblPNu,thhtP connected with the work of one |
is of the orgenizztions or with the work of severzl of them,which hid to be diss |

cusged together,

In crder to discuss und bo solve these problems,tc limit the activities-
(o fielas of purticulur inectitutions uznd to co-ordinate their work,we summoned
L a conference of representutives of following orgunizutions: Relugee Relief
Wy Committee,Vilnos "Ez 0" Committee,Kaunus; "Hias",Vilno¥, "Hias",Kuunag; "Oze -
i Toz", Ullno' "10ze" ,Kaunas. The coaierence took oluce in Lunas, on the 9th March
M1nutea uf the meetlng have been sent to Paris. i

r1¢es of food products.Fhe grlces of foud products have risen 1ute15
‘the rise’amounts. to uﬂﬁ and more.So i e

...'J:'. _'--- A
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the prlce of sugur hzs risen by 283, o
rye flour hue risen by 8%, Y

" butter his risen by 14%, v

" mest has risen by 10%. v

1

It is obvious that such & rise of vrices implies consideruable difficul=!
ties for various institutions assisted by us Psaec1411J for those which are
dezling with refugee-relief,

géLegulizution of the Kuunas Refugee Relif Committee.-The first effect on

the wark of the "Ezro" Refugee Lommittee in Kaunas of the Refugee Law of Ja-
nuary 20th,centralizing «ll refugee relief work in the hunds of the Lithudnya
Red Cross,was to bring wbout ;rhutlLullJ a complete suspension of the fundi! i
raising mCtlvltV of the former.In the Fl?*t place,the Jewish communities in | ﬁ
Lithyania flatly refused to contribute bo refugﬂe relief through the Red Crosg
hEEhUbE they hed no assurance bhab this money would be used for the relief ofl
Jewish refugees only.Secondly,the future legel stotus of the "Ezro"™ Refugee .H
Commitbee wias not clecr wand its members therefore refused to take resoons:c-
bility for further activities of any public cheructer.

Despite continueing efforts which were initiuted on Jenuury £24,it has'y
thusfar been impossible to obtain auny clarificution of the legal position of §
the Kuunus Refugee Committee.ilthough they are permitted to conduct the ac- _ﬁ

twal work of distributing velief for refugees,they 4o so as a sub-committec |
of the Lithuuniun Red “ross und huave no official stunding cs & Jewish commu
nul welfare afency.The first ;ugqutlcn mude to the Lithuzniun Red Cross pvo%
vided for the orgunizution of & Lithuunian Jewish society for the relief of it
refugees and hqr—quffarLta with membership open to anyone making annual conei)
tritution snd with & bourd of directors elected =t an annual membership mees
ting un- thereafter responsible for raising funds,employing staff and cgrry’%-
ing cut the work of the society.lt wus conte ﬁqlutbq that Gfii“ln1lj this 50{3
ciety could be vieved as & sub-committee of the Lithueniun Red Cross and woy
be reznonsible to it for its methods of work und for an uccounting of its f
funds.Thiz proposal,wich woould hove sétisfied both the rﬂqu1rpmen,a of the !
Jewish communal Drgﬂquutlﬂn #nd the provision of the chugﬂe Law,was at finh
fuv-urubly received by the Government.Subsecuently however,it was vejected
on the grounds that the recognition of such & soclety wuulﬁ recuire the Go-
vernment to zccept a similar proposal coming from the Pallsh groups.This thag
refused to do for fecr of the GDSBlUlE politicul aetivity of such an orgini- |

zition.Despite r&r suggestion thuat the difficulty mlght be avoided by recngel.
nizing & society for the relief of Jewish refugees und a society for the redj)
lief of Christian refugees /in which Lithuanisne and not Poles would predomit
nhtef;dm1hahibbanrinmuﬁﬂmatc obt&in the Governments woproval for the proposal

A revised prcpcu4l for ¢ lzy committee in Vilnc wnd & similar committeq
in Xaunas was sccepted in prlnclple by the Government.The Vilno Committee ha
in fact been recognized znd exists us un orgen of the Kehillah,but since the
possibility of ¢ . fund- raising cempuizn in Vilno is still remote ,the pructi-

cal ccnae:uencps of this recognition huve thucfur been negligible.The com-
mittee is officially both an organ of the Kehillsh und a sub-committee of th
Vilno branch of the Lithuzniaon Ked Cross,

In Xaunae,however,though a similar arrengement hus been agreed to by th
Government, the dct ails of arrunging actual reccgnition and having the Commif"
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begin to raise funds are still dkigging on.Just what the difficulty is it is k=
hurd to say, since repeated assurances are received thet the matbter will be digs
sed of in the next few days,as soon &s vurious legal fermalities have been J
conpllen with,In all probebility one of the chief difficulties is that bhe Re
Cross officials,in whose hends the.mut%e rests have little understunding
the nzture of commune 1 zctivities und of the importence of u lay DoﬂmltLee ?Dr
fund raising opurvos s.Lonseruently,with the exceotion of Lhe arevineig]l towng |
where & number of lmunl rciugee committees are operating unofficially,there i
has been no fund raising for refugee relief in Lithuanis during the entire mon b
of February snd March.It is hpped ,hawevcr that the matter will soon be dluposad]
of and the fund ruising «ctivity of the Kuunua Kefugee “Yommittee cun be resumed.
Thereafter similur recognition will be sought for the provincial refugee comml-l
ttees.It is expected thet & measure of centrel plunning for refugee work in L=
thuaniz cun be achieved by an informul coordincting Commitiee: of T&WTE“ﬁntubi‘
ves of the Vilno,Kzunas and pro vineciel cogmittees. 2
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no and in the district Df Vilno is Ilnlhhe&,Iﬂ leno 5d:5 femliaes Pﬁ@ﬁlved
wood,in the district - 980 fumilies.

11/4pplication of Poclish professors.-We hzve received an anplicatiﬂn from &
group of former professors of the Polish stale-university in Vilno,now licui-§
dated by Lithuanian wuthoritics.fll former professors,being now UHEHG1QJEd,ﬂP?q
in u Ver" difficult finaneial situation.They recuest the JIC to grant them & %
gubsidy. :

The former deputy-principzl of the University,professor Ehrenkreutz cailj

led ut our offiice in this mmttET-Hf pointed out that ab., 90 femilies of Drofed
sors and assistants bave no means.dof existence.They receive ab.g 1000 firom Y/
gso-culled Kogciuszko-fund" in smerice,but this sum 1= not sufficignt.Besid eskk
this subsidy is not & nermenent one,and it is not known,how long they will g t

it
e have not given them uny concrele cnswer s yet.

12/issistance to Russian group.-The Refugee Relief Committee of the Kehillah 3
helped & group of 19 Russian vefugees to eguip their home, The Refugee Relief Guwm
puid hh“lF rent for twe months /270 Lits/,und distributed among them 20 blen- {
kets,20 sheets,3 bundles of wood,und paid 1Y Lits for the delivery of wood.

F
13/Passover-reliefs In Vilno,te wegl ug in the district,prepcritions Tor the ﬂ
Pussover Relief campuign were mude.

b, 35000 persons in Hilna and 10000 in the district,all of them belangl
to the poorest Jewish populution,will benefit from the Passover relief.




