itat eme n t l& 32
/drewn up the Zfih ﬂ”ﬂbﬁl%‘?/ . i

hen tho war brvka oub T wes j.n KMQI neer Lublin s place &m
sbout 400 Jewish fenilies liveddlroldy on the sscond day of Lhe war the Oer
mans be;man to bomb the towmlet. I'his was generally escribed .o the fact that :
troops shich had been formerly atabionilg in Pula"" ere nov concentrated in
Kurdu/a place near larkuszew/ or in the enviremments of larkus zow. Some woﬂ.{
maintained that the Germens were ‘bombapding thet disirict since they suspoet |
that 'r. llodcicki,the President of the Pplish HRepavlicy,ond other stetesusn
had hidden themeelves in the nsas-by lying Ha§czive

Imredietely efter the first bomberdmendh the locol authorities opdersd
the poyuiation to le:-ve the tumlet for the country.’'ll the Jevs and some
of the Christiens loft llarkuszews for the ed joining villeges:Gerbéw,Jastkér,
Lagdw cteeThe Majority of the refuzoes wenb in a mush,vwithout any of their
personal belongings.

A8 2 result of the hombardment the wvhole Markusze- wog snbirely burnt
dome Anong other housss therex has been burmt the local *Jeth-lamidrash®
with its "Sifrei=Torath".I heve been told that sowe people wore killed snd
injured but X don:t know their nemes.

I loft my parenbs in Zegéw/T don 't know whether they ere there now/and
left tho place for Lubline

I cone to lublin on about the tenth day of the wer.I Mg stayed there

enly e few hours.During this time the town was not boubordesd.?T Sawyhovic ver,
some houses that had Leen brouzht don by Germen borbs.From lublin T went

to Luko-.

I wes pessing through Koek and RodzyfeThe situation thers wes not elesr.
Contredictory rwaours were circulsiing among the voyulation.The Russians
and the veruans wers respectively mentioned as rulers of ithe borritery, Some
people said that eccording to Russian newspapers the Red Army would eceury




éwk torritdry -ur to t.ha rsmkuu.
: )"trhgaly wes told to have occurred in the fanuy of ..r.l.or'*anathm;t,ha
' Ralt! of iock.lis brother,the Rebbi of Wzodawe,mas in Zook - “hen the Germens
i cntored the rlace«One day,at a moment <hen the Rebbi wnc loavins his houss he
 was ghot ot by the Gerrene.dome reople said he had been "uler',othara that he
had been Ladly injursd.

We decided to avoicd toms and thuc w5 went throuzh fislds ang sideways.That
is why T 'cen't say vhat the toms looked iike on those dayse, ‘

Hy way to Zukéw took a long time.lly feet hurt.I wms worntout an dragged
myself from one villoge Lo snothersit night time we used to slsep in the
houses of the ressanta.”his attituds ol those people was 7ull o
of our situation.low and then we used t.o ot not enl ) 2 rlnce
free of chorze - but some bread too.

In one of the villajes a nice=looking Germen storm-trooper ws asked by o
(‘hrlatiin fomer railwa: y=cuployee:""hy is it so that innocent peorlo are
being beaten snd murderod?".The Germen replied:"I can & help it.™his is war".
The Christian asked him for a cigareltc."he Germen gave him one ond 1it it for
hime

e took ¢ rest in en adjoining gerden.Suddenly we saw the shovs nentioned
stometrooper coming up Logether with & few others to the h use of the owmer
of the garden,he Germsns shot et the house end killed one girls""e ment on.
The above mentioned Christian told me that he hed seen with hiz om eyes the
following episodesA Germen sbopped passing-by people snd sgksd fo r their nemes,
Some of tho people that wers not of & tyvicel Jewish physiognomy declsred

Polish nemes."hen it was then stated by the Germans in the documents of each
of these men that some of thenm had declared m Christian nemaes imtead of m their

Joewish ones-tha respective p2ople were shot downs
I arrived af Zukéw on the fourth day of “Sukoth®.Ths huszlens riled the
tomeT met one of the local inhabitents whose name I don 't remember.Tn reply

to his question I told him how I had got out of my native place and what T hed
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baer th; cai.He invite%hme to his houze,zave me food,a vlace to slesep,and
did not want to teke my.emono;; that T offersd him,

8ince the Russian pavers kept writing that the ned ‘ry would oceupy the
whole territory up to the river Vistula,and thug Putavy would be within the
Ruskian frontiers I decided 4o €0 Lack to my parents,in Lhs direction of
Lublin.lio traine were available. Lublin was in Gomaen hendseT weni afoot.X
Passin: through Suchowsla I saw g group of Polish soldiorg that hsd hidden
themeelves there.Thoy used to sheot dom every Jew they met since they wors
angry with the Jewish vopulation for their hearty welcoms of the fussianc.

hen 1 tried to 70 on I was stopred by Russian vetroloieventually I went
back to lukéweilere I cazoe again to the man that had fop erly been my host,
/Bis first nams was Shrl=3lia/.He tried to persuade me to 20 on to Brgedd
n/ﬁup;iem since the Gernszns were expsctod to eceupy the ~hole cou 1Lry up to
the river Bug,

Uy host told me the tory of “erman outreges comitled durin > the firet

stay of the Germens in ‘ukéweMundrads of young Jews,mostly reli-ious ones,

.
had been sont off to s concentration-c.mp in Ostréw-lazo Ckde 'nong others

my host s son had been sent off too/he 'as @ pupil ol Rabbi “1chanen Tesscruan
of the "Jeshivsh" of arenowicze/ .M had been caught whan he was on his ay
home from the Synegosuc.le had been vainfully beaten snd tortured and had
not been givon eny food.On Jom Kirur /Doom’s Day/,horever,he had been mads
to eat.lly 1 ‘s d uzhber tried to secure his releass but her laments emi
erying were in vaine.she was besten as - ell.She returnsd hone + thout her
brother,

My host ‘s brothor had boen seizod LoolsHis wife wantod 4o ¢l him have some

VR

bread but the Germans did not lel Ler in and began to bLaat her.ler hugband,
however,naagzad to eacaposvhen the roized men were driven throws a forest
he succesdad in hidin- in some thick bushes.

The Germans hed used to go from house to house and drag out JevseThey had

beon sent off to the comp in auch » ctete as they vers




eon taken from his bekeryshs had his wite
coat on.lleny of the psople that had boen driven to the camp ~ore shot down
under the rretext of iheir triale of qsbapo.Only those mon that had been hid-
den in the cellars,astticks and similar places had manaped to escope this
trogic fate.

The Germans uged o shoot not only at the “escapin;" nensIn the tomms they
had bheen shooting at Jews in the streels. mong others the old “ganhi® of the
local *TalmudaTora® had been shot down in front of the "Telnud-Tora",

Heny houses had been d amolished by @ German bouberdient,, The sireets
had been full of ruins and demolished li0useseAt the Migdgy rgaoke atreet glone
where mostly Jews hed been 1living 6 - 1o houses were degtroyad,

fpart from shat my host told me thers Wore stories thet he hed heard from
the refuzecs that hag been living in his house beforo T camoelhione refugses
were of Zidsi, 'prazaz«:a,f.ni:yn.l‘heir stories are difficult 4o releate within
the linits of thig slalanaent,

Jugt 2t ths time .1 i 18 werd discussing thoge matbers reople rushed in
into my host s house with the Joyful rews that his son had Just come bagk,
The house becene fuli of joysThe stories of this man are unrenderabl e oJows

of all the curroundings were together +ith him in the camp: rom '-;‘:rézv,Siedlcr:,

Soko2déw,! 1 sk ‘agowiecki,ele.The majority ~ere Joung roligzious JewseThey wers
scolded and heaten by the Cermens -ho cut off the Jews' boards ond mede then
%8 work hed.
‘or me to zive up the idea of gein- my derents I
decided to &0 Lo Brzesd n/Bugien,
In the 'IO?Y)L.:J]O,}‘IO"QVUI',it vas loarned thag the Russiang ore Lo leave all
the territory up to the river BugsThe Coummnists/ in perticulsr the Jewish
the population to leave the plscas Sogsther <iih the tuseiang,

They said thet the Gernens would come on "“}nhat.-l‘ora'alrea;i".feorl‘: were

penic stricen.Thay rushed out of the place in 88 undescriveble cnaoasThe
trains were full JRoads as well, Peopls lozt their fanilies,laft their belong-
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ings etc.

I got into a goode-traineThe carriages were full. !"eoplc/ai 11y hanging

clutchmo +hat one could.There were among them ihhabitents of Zukéyw se
wekl es rclfugees.

I errived at Brzedé n/Bugiempon the eve of "H shens-lobe”.T vas hungry
and exhausioed./t the railwey statio: I met some friends of rmine of my *Jochie
vel ;Hain “ajtuman, Simchs Teidsmen,Jogek "Tei ssman, Jankisl andelbojn/a puril
of mine/,~11 of them of Biale Podlocka.There were sous of Tock/of the Kemis=
niec "Jeshiva®/, of Lublin/of the "Jeshivetof liedzyrzec/ end of other pl.ces
All of these people were rumnine eway from the Germens,snd told heartbresting
stories,

e decided to go Xl up to the tom.Te strolled over Lhe sbreets for =zsvere
hours.’veryvhere there were to be sesn ruins,destroyed houses,broken glass
ete.

ntally we met in the sireet o cousin of mirw,.’ oshe 'aron Felec of iax
kuszowo.lle had been on duty with a cavelry-regiment et iialysiok.He told m
thet eluoct xkk the vwhole regiment had been lost end Lhat only several reopl(
including himself,hed bean saved. 3 cousin jed some money,co o cueued U an
sventunlly got some bread.He brou-hi me to the rremises of "Nizrahi®sthers
were elroedy there mony Jewish soldi iers.They wanted to gei back to their
families.Come of then wented civil dresses.T gave 2 suit and s shirt to my
cousin,end the ferends of mine of the "Jeshive" gave hat they could to the
8oldiers.I parted with my cousin 2nd went by trein to Pinsk,T intended to
&0 to the "Jeshivaf "BesjteJosef"where I had once loarnsd end had some frier

I mot many refugees in the train.Zach of them -as full of undeseriboble
stories.

' man of Wegrdw relsted that the Gertians hed chob the local Rabbi thare.

’
Another man of the seme town related thet on "Jom hipur®/Doon s Day/ toe

Germans ordered oll the Jews to leave the Synegopues end to —ather st » ocep
wall,vhere they were to be shol.The Jews were then ordered Lo count up to
threa.llany people feinted,the crjes were haartbx‘eaking;,soue of the men beg ;
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;ﬁo e:y ths destheprujas/ "ﬂdl"/ Evontuallly the Cermans didn't bring their
‘threat throuzh.The srme wire shot but the Germens aimsd sbove Lhe hesds of
the men.

People rrom Braesé n/dugiem seid that et the beginnin: ths citustion in
the towm uad not been bed.The latar,however,ﬁw worse it —os.'hen it was
learned that the Russions would teke over the whole Pylesisc- the Cermens
began to persecute the Jawsyto rob thoir shops toc. Some Termens entsred
the house of the locel 7inbbi Syha-7eligz and met to culting off his beard.They
loft a par’ of it end oventually asked monsy for the “job "they had done.

bbi had to give theu the money.

A man of iiedrzyrzec related that the Germens used to cone to ths Jewish
houges at nizht time,to rob and take oway enmgthing they liked,end to drag
out the Jsws and send thea off in en unknown dirsction.

The whole wey of the trein was marked by broken tels revh-roles,destroyed
and burnt houses,ruins,burnt wods and crosses over =z new tombs.

In the train I sew o man that sesned femiliar to me.T couln 'L,'u.o'-:evor,
remember whother end vhers I had met hin before.The men sprrosched me end
said:*!'o -onder you don % recognize me.] was old end now T heve been made
young"e1t arpeared thet il was an old "llasid” of Siedlce who had his gray
beard cut off by the Cermanse

In Pinsk I met meny colleagues of the *Jeshivel.Zach of them had many
stories to tell of the horrore of the Germens.

I have romeindd in Iinsk in the “"Bejt-Josef Jesh neﬁ' for a LOIblllQ}\'o
Pinsk hae not suffered very much.? boub had fallen et IBpczna sir.,near fe
Kerlivieki cemitary,end hit @ house near the butcher s Kepien.This place is
close to the District NMogpitel,and it vas generalliy believed that the Ger-
mens ximxt eins wes this very Hospitel.’nother bomb hit & Jewish houan et
Traugutte otre and cut it into two.The total number of the vieting at Pinnk
did not exceed 7 or C.

I left linsk end ceme to Vilnius,since I expeet that from hore it/!will be

easier Lo emigrate to Mmerica where I have got my relstives.In 7ilniua I met
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oy brot) er 31..01130- @jzor which has came together with other rurils of the
'Bejt-Jrscf Jeshivae" of Bielystok.
Here are the addresses of my unclos:
1/3.0reer, 2920 Mllerton Ave.,letroit Miche,Uelel,

2/ReGreer,728,Tyscarora, findsor Oub,Conadae




