Vilno a group of ab, 80 Jewish writers
rnalists, fron nd,mostly from Warsaw. Rt

Un the initiative of a fpiend,whom you know too,this group of writers
started an importent and responsible workj as there ave now in Vilno e N
fugees from all Jewish centres in Poland,and new refugees are arriving )
constantly,we decided to collect material about the downfall of the Polish

Jewry,
The plan of our activity is:

1/To fix in chronological order what has happened to the Polish
Jewry since the outbreak of the war up to the present moment. ‘

2/To fix the number of victins and the material losses among the
ngish population in the Jewish centres in Poland for the whole period
(o] timeo

3/To draw up thoroughly checked on lists of Jews killed during the
bombarduents and fires,or tortured to death by the enemies.

4/Tc fix the details and the results of mass-deportations of Jews
ordered by the enemies in a number of towns.

5/To exéimine the further fate of the expulsed Jews. '1

6/To get information about the sufferings of Jews in the ‘concentratio
camps.,

7/To describe the policy of violemce carried on by the Germans with
respect of Jews in the occupied territories.

With the consent of the above friend,a gpecial Committee of writers 5
was set up to do this work. F

At the beginning of November 1939,a special office in premises of itg
own has been organized,and the work is carried on systematically up to

the present day, g

The manager of the office is .a well-known Jewish writer; 9 Jewish ‘jf;
Jounalists,former editors and contributors of all the Jewish daily newspasil
pers in Warsaw,are working in the Conmitiee.They vepresent all political
parties of the Jewry; thus the objective character of the work is being
preserved, /

T




i ge ) : \ denge of ab. 400 persons /r€5~

blaf,'nen T8 o&lehilliﬁ;, and Mur 3 5 %md;{afoflecgmic and

profesgional organizations,pegle &acti eultur ield,lawvers,phy-

sicians etc./Three hundred'r:?&r@a ,;gnm:g 4060 typed sheets.
t 2

On the basia of these records short w,"
Jewish centres in Poland in time of war. ;
session of a certain number o ese repb;_s J; ; ;
Further,on the basis of records we are preparing bgl%dtina,which give

a complete n1cture of events in & given town,or deal in detail with a parti-
cular problem.We have sent y@u glready 6 of stich bulletins.

Besides,you are in posaesslen of seVeral photographs: of important
documents.?he remaining records and decunents are being typed,and you vill
receive them in the near’ future.

As we want our material to be qulte complete,we are working now at ful
speed and we are taking evidence of morve and more persons.F.1:600 well-knowh
Jewish personalities were shot-in Priémysli we Khow the names 0f seéveral do-
zens of them,but we are working to get all the other names too. The crimes
commited a331nst hundreds of ‘¢ gousauda of Jews are unprecedented in modern
history; information about them in the press were not exact,very often un-
true; we have nothing to do with such reports. Our aim is to have detailed
evidence like in a legal inquest,rveports of an extreme accuracy,documents
with figures and names thoroughly verified,

People with news and documents abeut: the situation of Jews in the
occupied dreas are arriving the whole timej the examination of the above
provides us with important material illustrating the persecutions of Jews
and the decrees which are enacted from time to time abd which are aiming
at ‘the extermination of millions of Jews in a part of the cccupied territo-
ries.We are also endeavouring to get information about Jewish communities .
in the occupied areas which did not suffer from the war operations and from '
special persecutions; we want to know what is gofng on with the Jews in
these places. :

To our regret,we are. obliged to-do our aori in very difficult ci eoum-> \
stances,.We want to point out tho:é‘difficultiea uh1ch concern: your organi-
zation. i 3

When we started the work.ou? eommon friend has not fixed a regular
budget for usy each month we had to.n gotilte,ﬂna we did not know whe!
we would be able to pay the very nodes Yehqurition for fhis respomsi le :

ﬁ"**'
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as yeat “the balanee of our February budget.In
, orking without being certain of its renumoratian.
: ﬁﬂiﬂt this not the point of view of personal 1nterests,bu‘»}
y‘{m‘the staudpoint f bur activit % and of your interests.The -
ﬁoi of our budget intend also to prov1dc or the sums we pay for statiann@ ﬁi

Ty typenriting, rent etc.

s A The 51’*11’10”3309 Of the m&em.al we cellect is,in our opimon.ai 2
follows: S AR : e

2;;' 4:

1/The material giVes the possibility to learn in debail what is the
fate of the several millions of Polish Jews.

2/It will be usefull for the future historical searcher who will
write the history of Jews in the present terrible period,

3/The material may be used as a weapon in the fight against the
oppressors and persecutors.

4/It will be used ‘as & foundation of the demands of the Jewish na~
tion at the future peace-conference.

Thevefore,we consider it as necessary to approach y u with the fol=
lowing requests:

1/To gggvide our office with a fixed budget of 3500 - 5000 Lits a
month,so that we might continue our work im & guite and no 1 wa
even extend i T it : :

o accelerate the publication of materials we &re transmitl
first oé all the Bulletins should be published in Jewish,French,En
ited by & rnsponsIBTe Jewish organization,mayl

and_Gevman,ed]
tion with similar non-Jewish gggggizat ons.Later on,sympos
important records should be published

D€

We allow ourselves to ask you to have this matter clarified with your
head-office in New Yorksand to glve us an answer at your earlier covenience.

You will also recall that our whole work is of the most confidential
nature.In the press there should not be any Word about our office and the
persons that are working in itj when publishing the materials,it should
not be mentdoned that they ave coming from Lithuania.




